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AVRM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME:  Only $20 per person, per year 
helps the museum with costs of operation such as insurances, license 
fees, and maintenance.   Pay in person at the Flapjack Fundraiser, mail 
to our P.O. Box, or renew on our website.  Need a year-end tax write 
off?  You may also donate, purchase books, and pay memberships 
using PayPal or  using your credit card. You may even offer a monthly 
donation with your credit card on our website. 

WINTER HOURS OF OPERATION: The museum will be closed 
in December, January, and possibly February due to the busy holiday 
season and lack of heat in the museum.  We are still available for tours 
by appointment.                

FLAPJACK FUNDRAISER: Saturday, January 19th from 8am to 
10am will be our second annual Flapjack Fundraiser at the Lancaster 
Applebee’s.  Tickets are now available through any Board Member or 
by calling me at 661-478-4841.  $10 buys an all you can eat breakfast 
of pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, potatoes, orange juice and 
coffee.  The museum makes $5 per ticket sold.  Great stocking stuffer! 
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RAWLINGS’ REVIEW 

Thank You! for making 2018 

even more   successful than last 

year on every level.  Our museum 

continues to grow thanks to our 

generous donors and unselfish 

volunteers. 

Building Plans are completed and 

being reviewed in Sacramento.  

Once approved by the CFFA they 

will be open to qualified contractors for bid.  Then 

construction!  The planning process is complicated and 

requires the work of many people.  Unfortunately, we are 

nearly six months behind the projected timeline we had 

hoped for, but please be patient and assured that this 

museum will be built. 

 Lancaster, California Through Time was released just 

one year ago. Sales have been impressive, with over 300 

copies sold by the AVRM, and an unknown number of 

copies sold by other vendors. 

Profits from books purchased from the AV Rural 

Museum will go to the preservation of AV history, as 

well as the development and growth of the AV Rural 

Museum, as will all royalties. BUT profits from books 

purchased elsewhere will benefit that vendor. So 

PLEASE consider ordering from us.  There’s still time to 

buy before Christmas. 

On a somber note, we send our sympathy and prayers to 

three AVRM families who lost loved ones this past 

month.  Geraldine Godde, Walter Troth, and Olin Derrick 

all passed away in November. 

Geraldine Godde, mother of AVRM Board Member Jeff 

Godde, was a generous donor to, and frequent volunteer 

in the museum. 

Walter Troth, father of AV Fair Director Mark Troth, was 

a past Fair Director and supporter of the museum.  Thank 

you to the Troth Family for thinking of the AVRM by 

creating a memorial to Walter and requesting donations to 

the AVRM in lieu of flowers.  We received over $2,000 

so far in Walt’s memory. Quite a tribute to a fine man 

indeed. 

Olin Derrick was inducted into the Rural Olympics Hall 

of Fame in 2007.  Thanks to the generosity of Dave and 

Diana Hines for creating a memorial to Olin in the 

AVRM. 

Here’s to a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

                                                                  Bill 
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2018—2019 

 
DECEMBER  1: Board meeting the 1st Saturday of the 
month. Museum open 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 
DECEMBER 15: Museum closed. See page 1 for 
details. 
 
JANUARY 5: Museum closed. 

 
JANUARY 19: Flapjack Fundraiser 
8:00—10 a.m. at Applebee’s in Lancaster. 
See page 1 for details. GET YOUR 
TICKETS! 
 

FEBRUARY 2: TBD if museum will be open. 
 
FEBRUARY 16: TBD if museum will be open. 
 
MARCH 2: Board meeting the first Saturday of the 
month. Museum open 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 
MARCH 16: Museum open the third Saturday of the 
month from 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

Los Angeles Times newspaper, December 25, 1949. 



     YOUR AVRM DIRECTORS—THEN AND NOW 
For a bit of fun during this holiday season—can you guess who these youngsters are? Yes, they are your 
AVRM directors! Answers on page 8. Don’t peek! 
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HISTORY OF THE LANCASTER WOMAN’S CLUB 
 

     We’d like to thank the Lancaster Woman’s Club for their donation of the club’s scrapbooks with photos, 
news articles, framed photos of their club presidents, and other fabulous historical treasures!  This is an 
important archive of Antelope Valley history that we will certainly treasure. Many of the women from the 
early local pioneer families were a part of this organization. 
 
      The Lancaster Woman’s Club was organized in 1922.  There were thirty women led by Molly Bloom 
Flagg, a former school teacher and ardent member of the California Federation of Women’s Clubs. Dues were 
set at $3.00.   
     The following article was on the front page of the January 1922 Ledger Gazette newspaper: 

 
     WOMEN’S CLUB TO BE FORMED IN ANTELOPE VALLEY SOON 

 
     We, the undersigned residents of Lancaster and vicinity, feeling the need of an organization to express the 
united efforts of the women of this district for civic and intellectual improvement, have united to form a 
Woman’s Club with a view of becoming a member of the California Federation of Women’s Clubs which has 
a membership in this state of fifty-five thousand women. 
     We desire to make this club representative of both rural and town women and therefore take this 
opportunity to invite all women interested in forming such an organization to meet with us in the grammar 
school auditorium on Wednesday, January 4, 1922, at 2:30 p.m. 
 

      Signed: 
 

Mrs. John Carter 
Mrs. Frank D. Walsh 
Mrs. Curtis E. Warren 

Mrs. N. B. Bachtell 
Mrs. Norman B. Abbott 
Mrs. James C. Shapland 
Miss Lucy H. Purdum 
Miss Lydia G. Weld 

Mrs. Alice Burris 
Mrs. Marialta L. Haskin 

Miss Eunice Gordon 
Mrs. Mollie Bloom Flagg 

Mrs. Lillie McMurray 
Mrs. Grace Mumaw 

 ———————————————————————————————————————————— 
     The Lancaster Woman’s Club members have been volunteering at the Antelope Valley Fair since the 
1960s according to the following article from the Antelope Valley Press, September 4, 1984 edition, written 
by Gerri Butler. 
 

     LANCASTER CLUB HAS LONG HISTORY OF SERVICE TO AV FAIR 
 

      Since the early 1960s, members of the Lancaster Woman’s Club have volunteered as hostesses in the 
clothing and textiles division of the Antelope Valley Fair. 
     According to a spokeswoman, the number of volunteer hours has increased over the years from an average 
of 300 to 600 this year. 
     In addition to hours spent by the chairwoman, Pilar Crockard, and her co-chairwomen, Dorothy Bolt and 
Emilie Brunberg, telephoning members and scheduling shift workers (from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.), the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club is proud to recall the volunteer hours of a former member, the late Jane S. Pinhero, who served 
as a director on the Fair board from 1960 to 1970, and the hours Charlotte Rupner, who has been a club 
member since 1928, spent from 1955 to 1959 serving as a director on the board.  Pat Simi, current Fair 
director serving her 12th year on the board, is also a woman’s club member. 
     Each year the woman’s club presents special awards to junior and senior entries in the textiles division.  
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 The winners are guests of the club at its October general meeting. 
     The day after the Fair closes, Sept. 4, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., club members will again be in the clothing and 
textile building to return the Fair entries along with ribbons and premiums from the Fair board. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

Lancaster Woman’s Club Fair Parade float September 1954 

AV Fair blue ribbon and $100 scholarship presented to Frank Zappa  
on April 19, 1958 for his “art talent.” 



REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN—CALIFORNIA AT THE AVRM 
 

     The memorial display “Remembering Our Fallen—California” was hosted by the AVRM for a week in 
October.  This emotional memorial was sponsored by the AV Blue Star Mothers and Antelope Valley Vets 4 
Veterans organizations.  
     This emotional memorial is a stark reminder of the ultimate sacrifice made by nearly 750 fallen from 
California killed in the War On Terror while wearing our country’s uniform in a war zone.  The photo 
memorial included the 18 men and women who were killed from the Antelope Valley and surrounding areas.  
     Thank you to Richard and Kellie Allen for donating their son’s uniform (Sgt. John E. Allen), and other  
personal items that belonged to him, to the AVRM for display in our military section.  
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1. Memorial arriving at the AVRM. 2. Memorial setup by 
the America Legion Riders and other volunteers. 3. Opening 
night ceremony. 4. Ron Zell, rep from Remembering Our 
Fallen and Dennis Anderson. 5. Memorial for Sgt. John E. 
Allen. 6.  AVRM Directors G. Simi, Dayle DeBry, Bill 
Rawlings & John Knapp with award from Congressman Ste-
ve Knight for hosting the memorial. 
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Olin Derrick 

 

Geraldine Godde 

1935—2018 

Walter Byron Troth 

1935—2018 

IN LOVING MEMORY 



Here are your AVRM Board Directors NOW! Did you guess correctly? 
Have a wonderful holiday season—see you in 2019!  

Not pictured are Directors Giovanni Simi, Jerry & Barbara Sterk and John Knapp. 
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1    Sheila Sola 

2 & 3 Dave and Luci Pickus 

4    Dayle DeBry 

           6   Lynn DuPratt 

       7   Brandy Royce 

5   Bill Rawlings 

9  Jeff Godde 
10  Ruth Godde 

8   Kristi Word 



      
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -      
 

     Membership Application for the Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

 

Date: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ Cell: ______________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

2018 Annual Dues $20/person ____________________________________________________________ 

Special Interest as a volunteer? ___________________________________________________________ 

Tax deductible Donation $ _______________________________________________________________ 

Bronze = $100      Silver = $1,000    Gold = $10,000 

Please make checks payable to: AV Rural Museum 

Mail to:  AVRM   P.O. Box 1316, Lancaster, CA 93584 

Donate and pay dues via PayPal or credit card on our website:  www.avmuseum.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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2019 FLAPJACK FUNDRAISER 

 Saturday, January 19th from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
will be our second annual Flapjack Fundraiser 
at the Lancaster Applebee’s.  Tickets are now 
available through any Board Member or by 
calling Bill Rawlings at (661) 478-4841.  $10 
buys an all you can eat breakfast of pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, potatoes, orange juice 
and coffee.  The museum makes $5 per ticket 
sold.   

2018 Flapjack Fundraiser photos taken by Karl Peterson. 



Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
DVDs  Listed DVDs are priced at:                  $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers NEW! 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 

Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2018 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 


